Irag’s VNR addresses the human-displacement crisis, but does not show its great scale and
severity. Displaced families often have to return to destroyed homes and cities, sometimes
due to the misappropriation of relief funds. The UN Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights has urged Iraq to ensure that government subsidies actually reach displaced
persons. The VNR mentions no national plan for reparation of war victims, including the efforts
at housing, land and property restitution, and particularly persons with disability.

The VNR highlights local governments’ role in implementing the SDGs; however, their
challenges, expectations and state-provided resources in remedying mass displacement
remain unclear.

Given the great challenges of institutional disruption, sectarian division, external debt, urban
migration (Goalll), lost cultural treasures and depleted water resources (Goal 6), the VNR is
silent about the extraterritorial obligations and responsibilities of other states for their cause.
However, we commend Iraq for its resulting achievements in spite of it all.

Irag’s 2015 human rights treaty review noted that prevalent corruption impedes the enjoyment
of economic, social and cultural rights. Irag's VNR acknowledges this seriousness problem
and its consequences, likened to terrorism. However, it does not mention a national
mechanism to counter corruption in all spheres of government, nor a plan for needed legislative
and judiciary reform.

1. Does Iraq have such plans in place, and if not, when does it intend to develop and
implement them?

2. Many Iragi NGOs reported that they were unaware of any VNR consultation process.
Can Iraq clarify how NGOs were included and any other steps taken to broaden and
deepen the national dialogue on SDG issues and processes?

3. Finally, can Irag comment on why data used in the VNR are inconsistent with data used
in its current National Development Plan?
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